Appendix A.4
The Philadelphia Area
INTRODUCTION
The Regional Mapping and Land Records (RMLR) program has been developing and testing a computerized system of large-scale digital mapping, joined to a parcel-based land-records data base, to serve the Delaware Valley region of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, which is centered in the city of Philadelphia. The program was organized in 1976 through the efforts of key individuals in local and regional government, utilities, and other private-sector interests, who had long worked from various perspectives with the inadequacies of existing land-records and mapping systems. In initiating the RMLR program the participating agencies recognized a number of common issues: the present mapping and data systems being separately maintained were obsolete and costly; there was significant duplication of effort in producing parallel sets of data and maps; new technology was available to produce more efficient systems; and the start-up cost of a new system made it prohibitively expensive if borne solely by a single user.
The principal elements of the RMLR system are (1) computerized digital maps produced at a variety of scales, jointly produced and maintained by a consortium of public and private agencies for the common use of all participants; (2) a federated data base consisting of a wide range of information files, produced and maintained individually by the participants and shared at the discretion of the owners; (3) coordination of the local map and data base with state and national programs to increase mutual support and eliminate duplication (Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 1980).County Commissioners for an entry-level computer-mapping system consisting of a desk-top graphics computer (with 64 kbyte of memory, expandable to 4 Mbyte), 20 Mbyte hard-disk systems, line printer, digitizer, and plotter. This system will expand the countywide Geographic-Information System, utilizing both digitized and engineering data, as an integral part of an overall Management-Information System.tions, the locations of such section and quarter-section corners as have been recovered and placed on the State Plane Coordinate System; all platted subdivisions; all streets, highways, and railroads; and major topographic and hydrographic features. Certain source documents, including subdivision plats, street and highway right-of-way maps, and survey records are used in the compilation of the planimetric maps.
